
 

On the 22
nd

 July 2015 I flew out to Japan from Manchester 

via Frankfurt to join the 1000 strong UK contingent to be part 

of the International Service Team for the World Scout 

Jamboree. 

We arrived in Tokyo after a very long flight and was 

transferred to the Prince Shinagawa Hotel using the Tokyo 

train system.  After a good night’s sleep I and my roommate 

Ian decided to venture out on our own and investigate Tokyo.  

Again using the trains we visited a local fish market, park, 

shrines and temples.   

I then joined some of the other contingent members and 

visited the Tokyo Sky Tree (see pics a & b). Great views of 

Tokyo. (Well we were over 500m up). After that we were 

entertained at the local sumo school (pic c). While we 

enjoyed some typical Japanese food two of their students 

demonstrated their skills and even let a couple members of 

the audience challenge them.    

Following morning, very early start to catch the 7:45am Bullet 

Train to Hiroshima, 503 miles in 4 hours, amazing 

experience. When we arrived in Hiroshima we were 

transferred onto coaches and transported to the Hiroshima 

Peace Museum (pic d & e).  Very moving and I know this 

sounds strange but you could feel the sadness in the 

atmosphere of what the Japanese went through 70 years 

ago.  From Hiroshima we got back on the coaches and 

proceeded on a 3 hour coach ride to the Jamboree site. 

After a very long registration process, lots of queuing! I 

eventually got to my tent and met my fellow campers. The 

next couple of days were our own to get to know the site.  

Queues for the dining room were very long but it didn’t take 

long to get there.  Food was varied and sometimes quite 

strange. Hot Dogs for breakfast?? But always plenty of 

bread!   

After getting to know the site and some important IST training 

we found out which roles we were going to be doing during 

the rest of the Jamboree.  I was posted to work in the Scout 

Shop.   

The attending Contingents, over 30000 young people and 

their Leaders then arrived.  Jamboree was now in full swing. 

We all attended the Opening Ceremony, 38000 Scouters 

from over 150 countries in attendance.  We were entertained 

with Japanese drummers and singers.  Also welcoming 

speeches from some VIP’s from the Scouting world but no 

Bear. 

Following day started work in the Scout Shop. Bliss as it was 

air conditioned! Somewhere to get out of the 37 degrees 

heat. I met Scouters from all over the world. Made friends 

with some from Portugal and Sweden and also many from 

Japan.  What a friendly bunch they are! 

On the odd couple of days that I had off from work, I along 

with others visited Yamaguchi City and met locals.  Lots of 

school children wanting a picture with you and also your 

autograph…. 

Overall what an experience! 

I was quite apprehensive before going but now that I have 

attended I can say I thoroughly enjoyed the whole adventure 

and can’t wait until the next World Scout Jamboree. 

WSJ2019 West Virginia, U.S.A. 

And I would advise everyone if you want to be part of a 

Worldwide adventure then put your name down for 2019 and 

let’s hope we all get there. 

Thank You. 

 

Michael Lowe 

5
th
 Tyldesley Scout Group. 
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